Whitman-Hanson Regional High School
Summer Reading
2019-2020 School Year
Summer Reading Smackdown Winner:

Long Way Down
by Jason Reynolds
All AP and honors students must read the above selection as well as the following books/short stories:
Freshmen Honors
1. George Orwell, Animal Farm
2. Richard Connell, “The Most Dangerous
Game”

Sophomore Honors
1. Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451
2. Ruta Sepetys, Between Shades of Gray

“The Most Dangerous Game,” a short story, will
be posted online. Please see the website for
additional instructions.
Junior Honors

1. Christina Baker Kline, Orphan Train
2. Dashka Slater, The 57 Bus

AP Language

Please read Stephen King’s On Writing and take notes on King’s
numerous suggestions about the writing process. Then read ONE
of the following memoirs through the lens of King’s writing
recommendations:
 Educated by Tara Westover
 The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls

Please see the website for detailed assignment.
Senior Honors
1. Kimberly McCreight, Reconstructing Amelia
2. An additional memoir/biography from the list
*Parents/Guardians please review your student’s selection as some
memoirs deal with sensitive topics. Multiple titles have been provided to
meet the varied interests of our students. You may review any selection
on Goodreads.

AP Literature
1. Kristin Hannah, The Nightingale
2. William Shakespeare, Hamlet

Please see the website for detailed assignment.

*Students requiring an audio format of summer reading materials should consult with their special
education liaison to make arrangements.

Memoirs and Biographies
(Descriptions courtesy of Amazon)

A Long Way Gone, Ishmael Beah

In A Long Way Gone, Beah, now twenty-five years old, tells a riveting story: how at the age of twelve, he fled attacking rebels and wandered
a land rendered unrecognizable by violence. By thirteen, he'd been picked up by the government army, and Beah, at heart a gentle boy,
found that he was capable of truly terrible acts.

Angela’s Ashes, Frank McCourt

When I look back on my childhood I wonder how I managed to survive at all. It was, of course, a miserable childhood: the happy
childhood is hardly worth your while. Worse than the ordinary miserable childhood is the miserable Irish childhood, and worse yet is the
miserable Irish Catholic childhood.”
So begins the luminous memoir of Frank McCourt, born in Depression-era Brooklyn to recent Irish immigrants and raised in the slums of
Limerick, Ireland. Frank’s mother, Angela, has no money to feed the children since Frank’s father, Malachy, rarely works, and when he
does he drinks his wages. Yet Malachy—exasperating, irresponsible, and beguiling—does nurture in Frank an appetite for the one thing he
can provide: a story. Frank lives for his father’s tales of Cuchulain, who saved Ireland, and of the Angel on the Seventh Step, who brings
his mother babies.
Perhaps it is story that accounts for Frank’s survival. Wearing rags for diapers, begging a pig’s head for Christmas dinner and gathering coal
from the roadside to light a fire, Frank endures poverty, near-starvation and the casual cruelty of relatives and neighbors—yet lives to tell
his tale with eloquence, exuberance, and remarkable forgiveness.

A Walk in the Woods, Bill Bryson

The Appalachian Trail stretches from Georgia to Maine and covers some of the most breathtaking terrain in America–majestic mountains,
silent forests, sparking lakes. If you’re going to take a hike, it’s probably the place to go. And Bill Bryson is surely the most entertaining
guide you’ll find. He introduces us to the history and ecology of the trail and to some of the other hardy (or just foolhardy) folks he meets
along the way–and a couple of bears. Already a classic, A Walk in the Woods will make you long for the great outdoors (or at least a
comfortable chair to sit and read in).

Becoming, Michelle Obama

In her memoir, a work of deep reflection and mesmerizing storytelling, Michelle Obama invites readers into her world, chronicling the
experiences that have shaped her—from her childhood on the South Side of Chicago to her years as an executive balancing the demands of
motherhood and work, to her time spent at the world’s most famous address. With unerring honesty and lively wit, she describes her
triumphs and her disappointments, both public and private, telling her full story as she has lived it—in her own words and on her own
terms. Warm, wise, and revelatory, Becoming is the deeply personal reckoning of a woman of soul and substance who has steadily defied
expectations—and whose story inspires us to do the same.

Brain on Fire: My Month of Madness, Susannah Cahalan

When twenty-four-year-old Susannah Cahalan woke up alone in a hospital room, strapped to her bed and unable to move or speak, she had
no memory of how she’d gotten there. Days earlier, she had been on the threshold of a new, adult life: at the beginning of her first serious
relationship and a promising career at a major New York newspaper. Now she was labeled violent, psychotic, a flight risk. What happened?
In a swift and breathtaking narrative, Susannah tells the astonishing true story of her descent into madness, her family’s inspiring faith in
her, and the lifesaving diagnosis that nearly didn’t happen. “A fascinating look at the disease that . . . could have cost this vibrant, vital
young woman her life” (People), Brain on Fire is an unforgettable exploration of memory and identity, faith and love, and a profoundly
compelling tale of survival and perseverance that is destined to become a classic.

Every Falling Star, Sungju Lee

Every Falling Star, the first book to portray contemporary North Korea to a young audience, is the intense memoir of a North Korean boy
named Sungju who was forced at age twelve to live on the streets and fend for himself. To survive, Sungju creates a gang and lives by
thieving, fighting, begging, and stealing rides on cargo trains.
Sungju richly recreates his scabrous story, depicting what it was like for a boy alone to create a new family with his gang, “his brothers,” to
daily be hungry and to fear arrest, imprisonment, and even execution. This riveting memoir allows young readers to learn about other
cultures where freedoms they take for granted do not exist.

*Students requiring an audio format of summer reading materials should consult with their special
education liaison to make arrangements.

I Am Malala, Malala Yousafzai and Christina Lamb

I AM MALALA is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted by global terrorism, of the fight for girls' education, of a father who, himself a
school owner, championed and encouraged his daughter to write and attend school, and of brave parents who have a fierce love for their
daughter in a society that prizes sons.

Into Thin Air, Jon Krakauer

A bank of clouds was assembling on the not-so-distant horizon, but journalist-mountaineer Jon Krakauer, standing on the summit of Mt.
Everest, saw nothing that "suggested that a murderous storm was bearing down." He was wrong. The storm, which claimed five lives and
left countless more--including Krakauer's--in guilt-ridden disarray, would also provide the impetus for Into Thin Air, Krakauer's epic
account of the May 1996 disaster.

Jarhead: A Marine’s Chronicle of the Gulf War and Other Battles, Anthony Swofford

Anthony Swofford's Jarhead is the first Gulf War memoir by a frontline infantry marine, and it is a searing, unforgettable narrative. When
the marines -- or "jarheads," as they call themselves -- were sent in 1990 to Saudi Arabia to fight the Iraqis, Swofford was there, with a
hundred-pound pack on his shoulders and a sniper's rifle in his hands. It was one misery upon another. He lived in sand for six months, his
girlfriend back home betrayed him for a scrawny hotel clerk, he was punished by boredom and fear, he considered suicide, he pulled a gun
on one of his fellow marines, and he was shot at by both Iraqis and Americans. At the end of the war, Swofford hiked for miles through a
landscape of incinerated Iraqi soldiers and later was nearly killed in a booby-trapped Iraqi bunker. Swofford weaves this experience of war
with vivid accounts of boot camp (which included physical abuse by his drill instructor), reflections on the mythos of the marines, and
remembrances of battles with lovers and family. As engagement with the Iraqis draws closer, he is forced to consider what it is to be an
American, a soldier, a son of a soldier, and a man. Unlike the real-time print and television coverage of the Gulf War, which was highly
scripted by the Pentagon, Swofford's account subverts the conventional wisdom that U.S. military interventions are now merely surgical
insertions of superior forces that result in few American casualties. Jarhead insists we remember the Americans who are in fact wounded or
killed, the fields of smoking enemy corpses left behind, and the continuing difficulty that American soldiers have reentering civilian life. A
harrowing yet inspiring portrait of a tormented consciousness struggling for inner peace, Jarhead will elbow for room on that short shelf of
American war classics that includes Philip Caputo's A Rumor of War and Tim O'Brien's The Things They Carried, and be admired not only for
the raw beauty of its prose but also for the depth of its pained heart.

Talking as Fast as I Can, Lauren Graham

In Talking as Fast as I Can, Lauren Graham hits pause for a moment and looks back on her life, sharing laugh-out-loud stories about
growing up, starting out as an actress, and, years later, sitting in her trailer on the Parenthood set and asking herself, “Did you, um, make it?”
She opens up about the challenges of being single in Hollywood (“Strangers were worried about me; that’s how long I was single!”), the
time she was asked to audition her butt for a role, and her experience being a judge on Project Runway (“It’s like I had a fashion-induced
blackout”).
In “What It Was Like, Part One,” Graham sits down for an epic Gilmore Girls marathon and reflects on being cast as the fast-talking Lorelai
Gilmore. The essay “What It Was Like, Part Two” reveals how it felt to pick up the role again nine years later, and what doing so has
meant to her.
Some more things you will learn about Lauren: She once tried to go vegan just to bond with Ellen DeGeneres, she’s aware that meeting
guys at awards shows has its pitfalls (“If you’re meeting someone for the first time after three hours of hair, makeup, and styling, you’ve
already set the bar too high”), and she’s a card-carrying REI shopper (“My bungee cords now earn points!”).

Thanks to My Mother, Schoschana Rabinovici

Susie Weksler was only eight when Hitler's forces invaded her Lithuanian city of Vilnius. Over the next few years, she endured starvation,
brutality, and forced labor in three concentration camps. With courage and ingenuity, Susie's mother helped her to survive--by disguising
her as an adult to fool the camp guards, finding food to add to their scarce rations, and giving her the will to endure. This harrowing
memoir portrays the best and worst of humanity in heartbreaking scenes you will never forget.

The Color of Water, James McBride

Who is Ruth McBride Jordan? A self-declared "light-skinned" woman evasive about her ethnicity, yet steadfast in her love for her twelve
black children. James McBride, journalist, musician, and son, explores his mother's past, as well as his own upbringing and heritage, in a
poignant and powerful debut, The Color Of Water: A Black Man's Tribute to His White Mother.
The son of a black minister and a woman who would not admit she was white, James McBride grew up in "orchestrated chaos" with his
eleven siblings in the poor, all-black projects of Red Hook, Brooklyn. "Mommy," a fiercely protective woman with "dark eyes full of pep
and fire," herded her brood to Manhattan's free cultural events, sent them off on buses to the best (and mainly Jewish) schools, demanded
good grades, and commanded respect. As a young man, McBride saw his mother as a source of embarrassment, worry, and confusion—
and reached thirty before he began to discover the truth about her early life and long-buried pain.

*Students requiring an audio format of summer reading materials should consult with their special
education liaison to make arrangements.

